
Beyond Benevolence: Quakers and Indigenous Peoples in Early America  

This panel seeks to reconceptualize our understanding of the relationship between Quaker 
settlers and Indigenous peoples in early America. Native American and Indigenous Studies and 
Quakers Studies have both experienced significant growth in recent years, but sustained 
conversation between these fields has yet to take place. While Quakers have often been 
celebrated for their stated principles of respect for Indigenous peoples, recent scholarship 
demonstrates the extent to which Friends and their associates were deeply involved in settler 
colonial projects. How might early Americanists continue to critique and complicate narratives 
of Quaker benevolence by taking greater account of Native history and perspectives, while also 
expanding the scope and nature of inquiry into Indigenous-Quaker relations?  

Papers critiquing Quaker benevolence narratives might examine the history and literature of 
Quaker settler colonialism while asking whether there was anything distinctive about the 
discourse. Papers are also invited to introduce new archives, texts, and methods for better 
understanding Indigenous-Quaker relations in early America. For example, how might scholars 
use Native American and Indigenous studies methods to reread Quaker texts for evidence of 
Native perspectives and interests? Are there underutilized archives for ascertaining how 
Indigenous peoples perceived Quaker settlers? Papers may also examine whether and to what 
extent there was anything salutary about Quaker aspirations to cooperate with and advocate for 
Indigenous peoples. For example, were Quaker attempts to mediate between Native nations and 
other settler colonists ever meaningful and effective, albeit fraught? By exploring these and other 
lines of inquiry, this panel ultimately seeks to clarify the stakes of moving beyond narratives of 
Quaker benevolence for our understanding of Friends, Indigenous peoples, and early America 
more broadly.  

Please send queries or 200 words abstracts and a 2 page CV to Jay David Miller 
at jaym@georgefox.edu by Monday, October 24, 2022. 


