The 2021 SEA Biennial: The Many Pasts, Presents, &
Futures of Early America
Virtual Conference (via ExOrdo)
March 3-7, 2021

CALL FOR COMPLETE PANELS and INDIVIDUAL PAPERS
FINAL SUBMISSION DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
The SEA seeks submissions of complete panels AND individual papers for its twelfth biennial
conference, which will take place virtually (via ExOrdo) March 3-7, 2021. Important: We have
extended the deadline for submitting complete panels until September 15, which is also the
deadline for submitting invidiual papers (which will be selected by the conference program
committee and matched with suitable papers/presentations). We invite proposals for
complete panels, roundtables, and experimental/innovative formats. We also also seek
proposals for papers in traditional formats as well as experimental formats. To submit your
panel or paper proposal, please go to the conference website and select “Program” from the
menu. All submissions will go through the conference management software ExOrdo.
Originally, the physical conference was to take place in Atlanta, GA; thus, we encouraged
submissions on early Southeast and Georgia culture, literature, and history, as well as
transhistorical connections, e.g. between early African American literature and the modern Civil
Rights movement, between the early Indigenous Southeast and questions of Native political
and cultural sovereignty today, and so forth. We continue to encourage submissions focuses on
these topics and will provide virtual programming (virtual excursions, workshops, etc.) that
sustains this original focus.
Potential panel and paper topics/approaches include, but are not limited to:
•
•

•
•

Innovations in teaching early American literature, history, and culture; undergraduate
and graduate student research.
Reverberations of early America throughout history and the present; specifically,
Atlanta as a window for connecting and discussing the Many Pasts, Presents, and
Futures of Early America and Early American Studies.
Significance of early America and early Americanist topics for debating the futures of the
field and the public.
Early America and the Global South; empire, colonialism, neocolonialism, and PostColonialism/Post-Colonial criticism.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Regional approaches to early American studies: early Georgia and the Southeast.
Native American and Indigenous Studies.
African American Studies, Africana Studies, and Diaspora Studies.
Hemispheric Studies, Latin American Studies, Latinx Studies, Chican@ Studies.
Multilingual, Translingual, and Transnational Studies; Border Studies.
Transatlantic, Transpacific, Maritime, and Oceanic Studies.
Early Caribbean Studies.
Religion, Theology, New Puritan Studies, Quaker Studies.
Art History; Material and Visual Culture.
Ecology, Ecocriticism, History of Science, Animal Studies, geographical imagination.
Health Humanities, Medical Humanities, and Disability Studies.
Queer Theory, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Bio- and Body Politics.
Aesthetics, Poetics, and New Formalism; narrative theory and practice.
Genre studies (fiction, non-fiction, life-writing, poetry, theater).
History of the Book, Print Culture, and Periodical Studies.
Archival Research and Archival Studies.
Archeology and Architecture.
Oral Culture and Transmission.
Music and Sound Studies.
Digital Humanities.
Early America in Popular Culture (film, TV, fiction, graphic novels, etc.).
Early America and the Public Sphere, politics, and political rhetoric.
Shape and direction of the field; the profession; the job market; early Americanists and
the politics of Higher Education.

Virtual Conferencing Features (via Ex Ordo)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fully integrated conference platform, with everything under the same roof
Stages: unlimited live video (via Cisco Webex) with participants; especially appropriate
for keynotes and plenaries
Bundles/Clusters: on-demand content released incrementally to approximate the stairstepped conference experience
Rooms: housing panels and presentations, via video or text and images
Communication features will include live responses (especially for keynotes/livestreaming), messaging, interactive chats for each “Room”, etc.
Access options will be many, i.e. participation can be restricted for registered attendees
but also be opened to the public for individual events.
Pricing for the virtual conference will be very affordable
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Submissions
A) Already submitted panels (received by or since the former June 15th deadline): given
the new, all-virtual conference platform, you may leave your panel as already
submitted; they will be reviewed after the September 15 deadline; you may also add
presenters, change features and requests, and/or adjust your format.
B) New panels: submit, via the ExOrdo link, information for the organizer/chair, the
presenters, short CVs for all panel participants, a short abstract (one paragraph), and a
longer (circa 250 words) panel proposal in PDF format that includes a specific
description of the panel format/approach (e.g. roundtable, traditional presentations,
experimental panels, etc.)
C) Individual papers: submit, via the ExOrdo link, your personal information, a very short
abstract of your paper proposal, and a specific paper proposal (circa 250 words).
Panels, Papers, and their Virtual Presentation Mode: As some panels were already submitted
before move to an all-virtual format was announced, we will first complete the submissions
process by September 15, send acceptances to proposers, and then ask each panel to request
their specific virtual presentation mode, i.e. whether they request a live stage (particularly
useful for roundtables) or on-demand delivery content options (e.g. for pre-loaded papers or
video recordings).

Keynotes
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